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'Newtenontsporksnewili$e
for obondoned
flrehouse
By BARNEYWIPPOLD
Globe'DemocratStaff Writer
The old saw that says a book shouldnot be judged by
its cover might aptly be applied to the old WebsterGroves
fire enginehouseat Lockwoodand Gore avenueswhich has
recentlyundergonerenovationby a firm of architectsand
plannersfor its offices.
Minimal changeshave beenmade to the exterior of the
building which in any age would have ever received
recognitionas an outstandingarchitectural accomplishment. However, the interior has been convertedinto a
beautiful, functionalbuilding with the innovativeuse of
limited space.
The fire h ou s e at 130 W es t Loc k wood av e. , w a s
purchasedfrom the city last Septemberby Jockenhoefer
Associatesafter it was declared surplus by the city. The
buildingwas abandonedafter the city built a new fire house
southof the city hall.
IN RENOVATINGthe buildingno efforts were made to
disguise the building from its original function. The
inscription in stone over the front window, which was
formerly the door to the fire house,still proclaims it to be
WebsterGrovesFire Co.No. l.
The large openingfor the overheaddoorwayfor egress
and ingress of the pumper stationedat the fire househas
beenreducedslightly and replacedby a window.A vertical
woodengrill has beenplacedoutsidethe windovr.
The grill concepthas beenrepeatedon the passageway
to the east of the buildingwhich will providea gardenentry
into the building. The entry is through a side door of the
building.
Facing the entry is a large expanseof brick wall which
has been sandblastedto remove layers of paint frorir the
original wall. This is the receptionroom which is covered
by a deepbrown carpet.
THE CEILING of the receptionroom is a gentle rolling
massof oak membersset away from the walls by a six inch
recess,which tends to allow the ceiling to float. There is a
work centert0 the left of the entrance.
The walls of the receptionroom will be used for the
displayof works by local artists. The presentdisplayare
works by Mrs. SharonErbe.
Immediately to the rear of the receptionroom along a
corridor following the west wall of the building is the office
of the principal partner, TheodoreJockenhoeferJr., and
a
conferenceroom.
Jockenhoefer'soffice and the conferenceroom are
separatedby colonialpanel doorswhich are over 100years
old. Both rooms have metal ceiling panels which were
carefully removedand refinishedfrom the ceilingof the fire
house.
AT THE REAR of the corridor are the stairs to the
secondfloor. They are the original stairs which have treen
carpetedto reducethe noise and a fire resistant enclosure
added.

Thisold enginehousecit Lockwood
ond Gore
ovenues in Webster Groves hos been
completelyrenovotedond is now occupied
by Jockenhoefer
Associotes,
orchrtects.
The
exterioro{ the buildingis obout ihe woy if
oppeoredbeforerenovotionwith the exception of the grillcovering
o windowreplocing
the overheoddoorsond the grilledgorden
entryot left.
photosby RoyCook
Globe-Democrot
The kitchenusedby the firemen and the hosetower for
drying the fire hosehas been convertedinto a iibrary and
conferenceroom.
The dormitorl,'fcrmerll' usedLrythe firemen is usedas
a production and Crafting room. The roonl has eight
windowswhich provide ardequate
ratural iight. Partitioned
cubiclesdivide the room for eachdrafrsman.
In one of the secondflool offices,the walls are covered
.
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O,d firestotian
tokeson new life
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with door panels which were salvagedfrom St. Mary's
Seminary in Perryville when the firm did some renovation
there.The panelswere made about 1850and set in the d00rs
with hand forgednails.
TOM STEVENER,an associate
of the firm, who is also
his t or ian f or t he p r o j e c t , f u r n i s h e d s o m e i n t e r e s t i n g
sidelightsconcerningthe building.
He said the buildingwas built in lgl3 and the original
apparatuswas horse drawn. The enginewas kept in the
front of the building with the horsesin the middle of the
first floor. Fodder for the horses was kept on the second
floor,A chutefrom the storageplaceto the mangersbelow
' is s t ill v is ible.
Sometimein the early 20s, Stevenersaid the horse
drawn equipmentwas discardedfor motorizedequipment.
; About the same tlme, he sato, tne lire deDartmenrwenr
' from a volunteerdepartmentto a full time crew.
During the influenzaepidemicin the late 30s,Stevener
said he learnedmany of the firemenwere laid up with the
ailment while tiie remainingmen were overworked.He said
it was during this time that the enginehousecaughton fire
in t he old k it c he n a r e a . H e s a i d t h e d a m a s e w a s s l i e h t
beforethe fire wersconfined.
It was during the sameepidemic,Stevenersaid that the
'fire chief electedto stay overnightbecauseof the manpower
shortage.
'
It was a bitter cold night and the chief beforeretiring
. removedhis false teeth and placedthem in a glassof water
at his bedside.Whenhe awokethe next mornlns the water
with his teethin it had frozensolid.
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